NATIONAL SUN YAT-SEN UNIVERSITY

Agreement of Study and Research Abroad

(Doctoral Students)

This Agreement of Study and Research Abroad (hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”) is made by and between National Sun Yat-sen University (hereinafter referred to as “NSYSU”) and NSYSU doctoral student Mr./Ms.___________________(hereinafter referred to as the “Student”). 
(Note: please read the contents of the Agreement carefully before filling it out.)
WHEREAS, both parties agree that NSYSU will subsidize the Student to conduct the approved proposed research, _____________________________ (title of the research project), in _____________________________ (name of the overseas research institution) in _____________________ (name of country), for a total of ____ months. 
WHEREAS, information such as the supervisor in the intended research institution and the subject of the doctoral dissertation are specified in the approval list of NSYSU “(year) ______ Scholarships for Study and Research Abroad (for Doctoral Students).” 
NOW, THEREFORE, both parties agree to the following terms and conditions. 

I. Deadline of Research Abroad: 

The Student shall complete the necessary procedures and depart for research abroad by October 1, (year) ______. Failure to depart in time will be regarded as giving up the subsidy, which will be terminated by NSYSU. 
II. Expense Subsidy and Reimbursement: 
The subsidy for the Student’s expenses in the research abroad period shall be processed in accordance with the rules of NSYSU. 

III. Agreement Documents: 
A. The Student shall present the original copy of the consent letter from the intended research institution at the signing of the Agreement. 

B. The Student shall seek guarantor(s) to provide joint and several liability guarantees for the Student’s obligations under the Agreement. 
IV. Report Submission:
The Student shall submit two hard copies of research report approved and signed by his or her supervisor to NSYSU within one month after the completion of research period. 
V. Proof of Arrival at the Intended University/Institution: 
The Student shall send to NSYSU, within two weeks after the arrival at the overseas research institution, copies of the Republic of China passport photo page and the departure and arrival date-stamped pages for this travel, as well as documents of proof from the foreign supervisor confirming the arrival at the institution. 
VI. Principles and Limitations for Returns to Taiwan at Own Costs
A. If the Student (at his or her own costs) requires to return to Taiwan for particular or urgent incidents, the Student shall notify NSYSU prior to or after returning to Taiwan. 
B. All expenses incurred during the return and stay in Taiwan shall be borne by the Student. No subsidies will be provided for such expenses. 
C. The Student shall, after the departure from Taiwan following the return, send copies of the passport departure and arrival date-stamped pages to NSYSU for filing.  

VII. Expense Calculation: 
A. The Student shall, within one month after the completion of research period, apply to NSYSU for the calculation of the overseas expenses and subsidies. The Student shall, within the specified deadline, return the calculated and approved subsidies repayable to NSYSU. 
B. The Student’s actual period of study/research abroad shall be no less than two-thirds of the ____-month research period originally intended. In the case of the Student being unable to comply with the research period of at least ____ months, the full amount of the subsidy shall be returned to NSYSU. 
C. If the number of leave days for returning to Taiwan exceeds a total of 30 days, the Student shall return the full amount of the subsidy to NSYSU. 
VIII. Service Obligations:
The Student shall, within 30 days after the completion of the research period, return to NSYSU to continue his or her study. If the Student fails to return to Taiwan in time, the Student shall repay NSYSU with the subsidy received. 
IX. Penalties for Breach of Agreement:
The Student is deemed in violation of the Agreement if the Student breaches any article in this Agreement. If the Student is in breach of the Agreement, the Student shall return the subsidy in proportion to the seriousness of the violation. The full amount of the disbursed subsidy shall be returned in the case of a serious violation of the Agreement. Repayments of subsidy in cases of violating the Agreement shall be processed in accordance with the following principles:
A. The Student shall make a lump sum repayment within the time notified by NSYSU. 

B. If the Student fails to comply with Paragraph A, NSYSU may notify the Student’s guarantor(s) to repay the subsidy on behalf of the Student. The guarantor, aside from being willing to provide joint and several liability guarantees in repaying the amount notified by NSYSU, is willing to waive all rights of defenses of the guarantor stipulated in Part II, Chapter II, Section 24 of the Civil Code. 
C. If the Student or the Student’s guarantor fail to make a lump sum repayment, a yearly interest of 5% will be applied to the subsidy repayable starting from the date of the subsidy disbursement until the date of repayment completion. 
X. Withholding of Penalty Payment
The Student shall repay the full amount of subsidy in the case of violating the Agreement. If the repayable sum is not processed in accordance with the articles in this Agreement, the Student agrees that the penalty amount will be withheld from the guarantor’s salaries. 
XI. Guarantee: 
A. The Student shall seek two guarantors, or one guarantee company (limited to sole proprietorship, non-corporate companies) to provide the guarantee. If the Student fails to fulfil his or her obligations in the Agreement, the guarantor(s) shall pay the amount repayable on behalf of the Student and waive the rights of defense.
B. Qualifications of the Guarantors: 
1. Individuals with proper occupations, consistent incomes, and yearly incomes of no less than NT$ 500,000. A copy of each individual’s income tax withholding statement of the year before or relevant documents of proof shall be submitted. 
2. Present civil servants or personnel with higher ranks.  

3. Full-time faculty members of public or private universities or colleges, full-time researchers of public or private academic research institutions, or personnel with higher ranks. 
Guarantors with qualification 2 or 3 described above shall imprint their signature stamps, state their names, addresses, contact numbers of their employing institutions or agencies, as well as their ranks and titles, with the institution/agency seals stamped for proving the guarantors’ identities. 
C. In the case where guarantee is provided by a guarantee company, the company capital shall be no less than the sum of the full amount of the Student’s travel abroad subsidy and the Student’s salaries during his or her employment. To ensure the guarantee company’s ability of making repayments, apart from imprinting the official company seal, the responsible person of the company shall sign, imprint his stamp, and state the company address under supervision and confirmation of a local police officer, as well as submit one copy of the business registration license. 
D. In the case of a guarantor, during the guarantee period, requires staying abroad in a long-term for, e.g. study or research, the guarantor shall apply for guarantee termination. 
E. If the guarantor applied for guarantee termination during the guarantee period, the guarantor is relieved of the guarantee responsibility only after obtaining written consent from NSYSU approving the replacement guarantee sought by the original guarantor or the Student. Any other means of guarantee terminations by the guarantor, such as publishing guarantee termination statements in the newspaper, are deemed invalid. 
F. The guarantor’s obligations of guarantee are valid until the end of the service obligation period specified in Article VIII of this Agreement. 
XII. Research Period: 

A. The Student may, during the research period, for research needs or particular conditions that are deemed necessary by the department/institution, apply for an extension of research period in accordance with applicable NSYSU rules for study abroad students. If the Student, with a research period of less than one year, has military service obligations and is applying for an extension, the total research period shall not exceed one year. 
B. If the Student has obtained prior consent from NSYSU for an early termination of research, NSYSU shall recalculate the subsidy amount for the Student based on the actual number of days that the Student has conducted the research for. The Student shall return the amount he or she has received that exceeds the recalculated amount to NSYSU. 
C. The Student shall, during study/research abroad, comply with all rules of both universities/institutions, and bear the sole responsibility and consequences if in breaches of the rules.  
XIII. Unspecified Matters
Matters unspecified in this Agreement shall be processed in accordance with applicable rules of NSYSU. 
XIV. Court of Jurisdiction
Both parties and the Student’s guarantor(s) agree that the court of jurisdiction for litigations arising from this agreement is the Kaohsiung District Court. 

XV.  Agreement Document
Four original copies of this Agreement shall be signed and kept by both parties and the guarantor(s), respectively. 
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